
Visitation by the Rt. Rev. Lucinda Ashby  
Bishop of The Episcopal Diocese of El Camino Real  

   
With the Receptions of Suki Jordan and Larry Mendoza  

 

St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church 
Sunday, September 27, 2020 

 
 



Visitation by the Rt. Rev. Lucinda Ashby 
 

Prelude:  Largo by Handel  
 
Welcome 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN:  #7 Christ Whose Glory Fills The Skies 
 
OPENING ACCLAMATION AND VERSICLES  
Bishop: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
People: And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen.  
Bishop: There is one Body and one Spirit;  
People: There is one hope in God's call to us;  
Bishop: One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; People: 
One God and Father of all.  

GLORIA: Taize 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY  
Bishop: The Lord be with you.  
People: And also with you.  
Collect: O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: 
Grant us the fullness of your grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, may 
become partakers of your heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
THE FIRST LESSON:  Exodus 17:1-7 
From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by 
stages, as the Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water 
for the people to drink. The people quarreled with Moses, and said, “Give us water to 
drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the 
Lord?” But the people thirsted there for water; and the people complained against 
Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and 
livestock with thirst?” So Moses cried out to the Lord, “What shall I do with this 
people? They are almost ready to stone me.” The Lord said to Moses, “Go on ahead 
of the people, and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the 
staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. I will be standing there in front of you 



on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people 
may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. He called the place 
Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and tested the Lord, saying, “Is 
the Lord among us or not?” 
 
PSALM 78:1-4, 12-16    
1 Hear my teaching, O my people; incline our 
ears to the words of my mouth.  
2 I will open my mouth in a parable;   
I will declare the mysteries of ancient times.  
3 That which we have heard and known, and what our 
forefathers have told us, we will not hide from their 
children.  
4 We will recount to generations to come the 
praiseworthy deeds and the power of the Lord, and the 
wonderful works he has done. 
12 He worked marvels in the sight of their forefathers, in 
the land of Egypt, in the field of Zoan. 
13 He split open the sea and let them pass through; he 
made the waters stand up like walls.  
14 He led them with a cloud by day, and all the night 
through with a glow of fire.  
15 He split the hard rocks in the wilderness and gave 
them drink as from the great deep.  
16 He brought streams out of the cliff, and the waters 
gushed out like rivers. 
  
THE SECOND LESSON:  Philippians 2:1-13 
If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing 
in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same 
mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from 
selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let 
each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. Let the same 
mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 



who, though he was in the form of God did not regard equality with God as 
something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born 
in human likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled himself  
and became obedient to the point of death-- even death on a cross. 
Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every 
name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth 
and under the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father. Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, 
not only in my presence, but much more now in my absence, work out your own 
salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you 
both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 
 
SEQUENCE HYMN: #349 Holy Spirit, Lord Of Love 
  
THE GOSPEL: Matthew 21:23-32 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to 
him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and 
who gave you this authority?” Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if 
you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. 
Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they 
argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did 
you not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd; for 
all regard John as a prophet.” So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he 
said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. “What 
do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in 
the vineyard today.’ He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. 
The father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he 
did not go. Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus 
said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the 
kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to you in the way of righteousness and 
you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and 
even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him.  
The Gospel of the Lord  



Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
THE SERMON: The Rt. Rev. Lucinda Ashby  

PRESENTATION AND EXAMINATION OF THE CANDIDATES  

Bishop: The Candidates will now be presented.  
Presenter: The Rev. Lisa McIndoo:  I present these Candidates for Reception.  
Bishop: Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil?  
Candidates: I do.  
Bishop: Do you renew your commitment to Jesus Christ?  
Candidates: I do, and with God’s grace I will follow him as my Savior and 
Lord. 

 The Bishop addresses the congregation, saying  
 
Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support these persons in 
their life in Christ?  
People: We will.  
Bishop: Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and renew 
our own baptismal covenant.  

THE BAPTISMAL COVENANT  
Bishop: Do you believe in God the Father?  
People: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
Bishop: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?  
People: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by 
the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven. and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
Bishop: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?  
People: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting.  
Bishop: Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of 
bread, and in the prayers?  
People: I will, with God’s help.  



Bishop: Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and 
return to the Lord?  
People: I will, with God’s help.  
Bishop: Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?  
People: I will, with God’s help.  
Bishop: Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as 
yourself?  
People: I will, with God’s help.  
Bishop: Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the 
dignity of every human being?  
People: I will, with God’s help.  
Bishop: Will you cherish the wondrous works of God, and protect the beauty and 
integrity of all creation?  
People: I will, with God’s help.  

 
PRAYERS FOR THE CANDIDATES AND FOR THE WORLD 
Bishop: Let us now pray for those who have renewed their commitment to Christ, 
and for the welfare of the whole world. 
 
Intercessor:  
Deliver them, O Lord, from the way of sin and death.  
Lord, hear our prayer.  
Open their hearts to your grace and truth.  
Lord, hear our prayer.  
Fill them with your holy and life-giving Spirit.  
Lord, hear our prayer.  
Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy Church.  
Lord, hear our prayer.  
Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit.  
Lord, hear our prayer.  
Send them into the world in witness to your love.  
Lord, hear our prayer.  
Bring them to the fullness of your peace and glory.  
Lord, hear our prayer.  
Unite your church and all your people.  
Lord, hear our prayer.  



Guide the leaders of every nation and land.  
Lord, hear our prayer.  
Protect the earth and all its inhabitants.  
Lord, hear our prayer.  
Help us fulfill our baptismal promises through service to you.  
Lord, hear our prayer.  
Deliver all who live in danger, sickness or need. Lord, hear our prayer. Hold the 
living and the dead in the communion of all your saints.  
Lord, hear our prayer.  
 
Bishop  
Almighty God, we thank you that by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus 
Christ you have overcome sin and brought us to yourself, and that by the sealing of 
your Holy Spirit you have bound us to your service. Renew in these your servants the 
covenant you made with them at their Baptism. Send them forth in the power of that 
Spirit to perform the service you set before them; through Jesus Christ your Son our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen.  

 

THE RECEPTIONS 

The Bishop lays hands upon each Candidate for Reception and says: 
Larry/Suki, we recognize you as a member of the one holy catholic and apostolic 
Church, and we receive you into the fellowship of this Communion. God, the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit, bless, preserve, and keep you.  
Amen.  
 
The Bishop concludes with this prayer:  
Almighty and everliving God, let your fatherly hand ever be over these your servants; 
let your Holy Spirit ever be with them; and so lead them in the knowledge and 
obedience of your Word, that they may serve you in this life, and dwell with you in the 
life to come; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 Amen.  

THE PEACE  

OFFERTORY ANTHEM:  Come Thou Fount  



 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead 
us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.  

 
THE BLESSING 

May God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who is the source of all goodness and growth, 
pour his blessing upon all things created, 
and upon you his children, 
that you may use his gifts to his glory and the welfare of all peoples; 
and the blessing of God Almighty, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit be among you and remain with you forever. 
Amen. 
 

DISMISSAL  
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

CONCLUDING SONG:  All the People Say Amen  

Postlude:  Italian Concerto, Bach 
 
 
 
 
 
*Kieran Groble, Violin, Will Watkins, Piano, Cantor: Susanne Sammel 


